_ The Hidden Meaning з» 


The Kathasaritsagara, Somadeva's Sanskrit classic, is as its 
title indicates, an ocean of tales—tales of romance, adventure 
and humour. Of the tales of humour the best is perhaps the 
story of Manduka on which the first story in this Amar Chitra 
katha is based. 

The bra M is adapted from a popular Hindi folktale 
which was evidently inspired by the story of Manduka. For story- 
tellers апа: beds, ther Kathasaritsagara was an endless store- 
house of themes. For, that. matter, not only the humble bard but 
even scholarly poets and playwrights like Bhasa and Kalidasa 
had often turned to Somadeva's classic for a plot. 
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AAA — 
MANDUKA- THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 
rj 


WHO TELLS ME ANYTHING P 
EVEN WHEN І WAS A CHILD, 
EVERYBODY IGNORED 
ME, 


EXCEPT FATHER, OF 
COURSE, WHO NEVER FAILED] 
TO TELL ME ONE THING 
EVERY SO OFTEN. 


мəж Бум. omar chitra katha 


Я. тнат'е WHAT PVE 
h BECOME, A MANDURAY 


ZZ] | wisa 1 cours vo 1 
Д IETHING^«* | 


“ዳላ QUIETLY LED Ama 
THE HORSE OV WHICH THE 
BRIPEGROOM HAP COME. 


MANDUKA — THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 
SSF [ном coup ٣۳ 


[THE NEXT MORNING— 


DISAPPEAR? GO 
ANP LOOK FOR 
mt 


MASTER, THE 
BRIPEGI "5 HORSE 


IPEGROOM П 2 
HAS DISAPPEARED ! = 
R 


N он, THIS 15 1 
TERRIBLE! 


HOW WELL MY PLAN IS HOUR SERVANTS TELL 
WORKING! ALREADY РМ BEING ME YOU HAVE LOST 
TREATED AS AN HONOURED: А HORSE. 
GUEST. 
Q 


5 FIND HIM, 


e 


PLL HAVE TO 
STUDY THESE 
CHARTS AND» 


youLL FIND 
THE HORSE NEAR 


MaNDUKA - THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 


THE MERCHANT WAS OVERIOYEP TO 
AGAIN, 


| CAN NEVER THANK 
YOU ENOUGH, 


ይ; 


THE MERCHANT'S SERVANTS 
BEGAN ТО TALK ABOUT WHAT 
THE BRAHMANA HAP DONE, 


2157 «ае HE тор us 
[| THE Exact sPoT ar 
1 WHICH we COULD 


[SOON PEOPLE EVERYWHERE BESAN 


TO SHOW MM RESPECT. 


ALL GREAT 
MEN HAVE SOME 
PECULIARITY OR 


THE BRAHMANA’S FAME 
[гае AND WIDE. THEN ONE 


YOUR PRESENCE S 
REQUESTED AT THE 


LATER, AT THE PALACE 


THE QUEEN’S 
NECKLACE 


MANDUKA — THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER, 


you 

CAN TAKE 
AS LONG AS 
400 WANT. 


1 WONDER WHAT THE KING WiLL E 
THE PALACE TILL THE РО ТО ME WHEN HE PISCOVERS 8 
TAREA еді 


вит «ou MUST NOT LEAVE 


NECKLACE 15 FOUND. 
'ROLOGER, 


атаг chitra katha 


THE BRAHMANA SHUT HIMSELF UPIN MIS 
[CHAMBER AND PREPARED FOR THE WORST. 
T 


WELL WHY PIP | CLAIM 
TO ВЕ WHAT | AM 
NOT P NOW | WILL 
JUST HAVE ТО 

PAY FOR IT, 


IT'S M4: TONGUE 

WHICH HAS вот 

ME INTO ALL THIS 
TROUBLE, 


HE ۱١ A GREAT 
ASTROLOGER. 


KNOW THAT IT 15 


WHY, OH, WHY 
PIP | ро SUCH. 
A FOOLISH 
| | THING f 


THE BRAHMANA, UNAWARE THAT THE MAID 
WAS PEEPING THROUGH THE KEYHOLE, 
BEGAN TO SCOLD HIS TONGUE, 


TONGUE CSANSARIT) 


WHAT HAVE You 
PONE, JIHVAH"? WHY 


ou Have COMMITTED 
А GREAT SIN. BUT. 
| SHALL FORGIVE "Ou 


4 GARDENER BEGAN 
TO DIG UP THE EARTH. 
a 


MANDUKA - THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 


THERE 15 SOME MYSTERY НЕКЕ, 
MAHARAJ. IF HE (5 SUCH 

A GREAT ASTROLOGER WHY 

CAN'T HE TELL US WHO 


| AM AMAZED 

A| 84 OUR POWER, 
=== ° PANDIT, AND 
መመመ “ou SHALL BE 


፻፳ 

1 WONDER 

WHAT HE HAS 
IN MIND, 


AFTER SOME TIME, THE 
C 
TO THE KING'S CHAMBER. 


сам «ош TELL 
US WHAT IS IN 
THAT JARP 


amar chitra katha, 


NOW PLL HAVE 


HELL SURELY | 
Pur ME TO 
DEATH Í 


| FOOLED HIM AND 
EVERYBODY 
ELSE. 


o MANPUkAT sou 
WERE BETTER 
OFE IN THE = 
WELL. 一 


WITH COSTLY GETS 


THe KING REWARDED THE BRAHMANA) 


„амр HE RETURNED HOM: 
|2 HERO'S WELCOME, 


THE HIDDEN 


[рр =ош HEAR 
د‎ МЕР 


[MATTERS came то A HEAD WHEN ONE MY HUSBAND HAS 
Dar ТАЕ Мамаю EXCITEDLY BST | | BEEN HONOURED By ZS 
WTO THE HOUSE. THE KING! 


чоц WON'T 
BELIEVE 
ېئ‎ ١ 


МЕУ" ЕК, 
ITS THE PIP THE KING HONOUR 
ват! 4 


`< 


[are you ALL J YES, YES! PON T Он, WHAT MARVELLOUS ( FOR HIS 
> FOR WHAT \ POE 


RIGHT P TRA, 


THE HID 


DEN MEANING 


POETRY SÄI 4ES. КЕСТЕР 
ONE OF His POEMS 
TO THE KING. 


[THE KING was SO PLEASED 


ISN'T три 

YOU'LL EXCUSE 
ME, | MUST 
wa 


How 
MARVELLOUS 1 


СМЕ. 


| 


RUSH 


WP FROM NOW ON SHE'LL 
BECOME EVEN MORE 
INSUFFERABLE, 


1778 ALL BECAUSE 
OF THAT PIM-WITTEP. 
HUSBAND OF MINE ۱۱۶۱ 
ONLY HE WOULD 
РО SOMETHING 
SPECTACULAR! 


omar chitra katha 


THERE HE == HAVE “OU HEAR? У Ў 
comes! ў. THE NEWS > 


JOUR GOOP NEIGHBOUR: 
[нае BEEN HONOURE! 
BY THE KING f 


THE KING GAVE HIM TWO GOLD 
COINS FOR А POEM НЕ 


наг” መቃ. 


IMAGINE! 
[TAO есір 
CONS f 


PEOPLE AROUNP US 

HAVE BECOME RICH 

AND FAMOUS 
Амр, 


WELL, | HAN 
ou 


МЕ НАР. 


ARE GOING 


IF HER HUSBAND CAN 
WRITE POETRY, SO 
CAN you! 


VLL TEACH YOU THE 
ALPHABET FIRST, WE'LL 
BEGIN RIGHT 
Now! 


THE FIRST LETTER 
Е THE ALPHABET. 
ва, 


о 
SB 


IT'S WRITTEN P 
ЖЕ! 
This! 


f THE FIRST LETTER OF THE SANSKRIT ALPHABET 


THE HIDDEN MEANING 


[BUT POOR BUPOHURAM HAP A BAD MEMORY. 


NOW WHAT РР SHE 


7 NOT WHO, WHAT, 
INSPIRATION IS 
A FEELING! WHEN 


OU NEED 
INSPIRATION TO 
WRITE POETRY, 
МЧ FRIEND Y 
INSPIRATION! 


“OU SET INSPIRED 
А THRILL RUNS 
THROUGH YOUR 


LIFE BECAME MISERABLE FOR BUPPHURAM, Y 
WHY DOESN'T SHE LEAVE 
ME ALONE P | WAS 
I HAPPY JUST BEING 


- я FARMER, 


1 CAN'T во 
ON LIKE THIS Y 
PLL END MY 
LIFE IN THE 
RIVER! 


THE HIDDEN MEANING 


THE RIVER WAS ICY COLD AND 
BUDPAURAM BESAN TO SHIVER, 


WHAT?S HAPPENING? 4 
WHYS MY WHOLE BODY 
TREMBLING P 


dur 
— 220) 
PERHAPS THIS IS WHAT 
ZN THE PANDIT MEANT BY )-: 
INSPIRATION Y መላ 


WHAT A STROKE 
OF LUCKY BUT NOW 
THAT | HAVE GOT 
INSPIRATION | MUST 
WRITE A POEM f 


вит ABOUT. 


ан, THAT CROW-f 
НЕ |6 SHARPENING 


YOU PIP IT N WATER 
AND SHARPEN (ፐ›› ASAIN 
ANP AGAIN. 


— 


O, KALIA 


THE HIDDEN MEANING 


THERE! ! HAVE «ош DIP IT IN WATER АМР| 
‘SHARPEN IT, AGAIN AND] 
AGAIN. ወ KALIA, ICAN 


“OUR MIND. 


ОН, WHAT A POEM? Wire! 


ЖУ WIRE yi ВЕ WIFE! | HAVE, 
ES ае) ç 
US EE 
wo AT >, 


1 


— 


YES! | ENTERED ` "INSPIRATION ! 
THE RIVER AND 2 SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY 
IMMEDIATELY COMPOSEP 


ANING 
Lagu WENT IN ANP TOOK HIS PLACE 
|AMONG THE POETS. 


SOME OF THESE MEN WERE FAMED 
7 THE LAND AND THEY HELD THE 
SPELLBOUND, 


EH WAITED PATIENTLY FOR HS TURN. 
THE LAST MAN FINISHED MS RECITATION, I 


INTERPRETP 


1 THOUGHT 
(T WAS JUST 


LET THE POEM BE 
WRITTEN ON A BOARD 
IN THE COURTYARD. 


ጨመ አራያ አፈር አኤ ለኪ 


(варгмияам COMPOSITION WAS WRITTEN 
LY ома HUGE BORRO AND THE BOARD WAS 


WHAT ABOUT МЕ, 
MAHARAJ P 


SET UP IN THE COURTYARD: 


+: BUT NO ONE COULD SEE ANY 
SPECIAL MEANING IN THE WORDS, 


[маму POETS AND I T. 
SCHOLARS PUZZLE? || 4 TEN! 
[OVER THE RHUME. 

[you PPITIN WATER, 


{р SHARPEN IT, 
አረመ AND AGAIN. 


|2445 PASSED, THEN ONE MORNING,| |THE BARBER PICKED | |... DIPPED ir INTO A CUP| 
AS THE KING WIS BENG PREPARED ፦ 
[FOR A SHAVE BY HIS BARBER — 


OF WATER. 


THAT POEM Was 

A PROPHECY ANP 

ALSO а WARNING 
TO THE BARBER. 
| AM FORTUNATE 
| RECITE IT JUST 


ARREST THIS MAN | 2 ANP SUMMON THE 


See? / 7 
/ 


POET HERE! НЕ 16 /- 


50/7 WAS THAT BUDDHURAM BECAME A GREAT | ОН, 
HERO. THE KING REWARDED HIM HANDSOMELY 
ME RETURNED HOME, RICH AND FAMOUS». 


— UL کا‎ 


Jeevan and Hanu meet the human-est creatures 


land or зва, assuming. 
Tho form ot fishes. 


P 
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